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Local, National Stars Among Recipients of 2007 EIU Alumni Awards
Oct-16-2007
The recipients of the Eastern Illinois University Alumni Association’s 2007 alumni awards will be honored this weekend in conjunction with
Homecoming activities.
“We are very proud to honor such an outstanding group of alumni for their accomplishments and the stellar manner in which they have
represented Eastern Illinois University, both near and far,” said Steve Rich, executive director of the Alumni Association. “Their success reflects
well on the university and motivates current and future students to aim for the top, as our honorees have done.”
Established in 1973, the Distinguished Alumni Award is the most prestigious award bestowed by the Alumni Association. It is presented to
individuals who have distinguished themselves in either academic or literary fields, business, public service and/or service to the university and
who, through their accomplishments and service, have brought prestige to their alma mater. Past recipients have included an Illinois governor,
Oscar-nominated actors, an NFL head coach, a nuclear physicist, CEOs, educators at all levels and many others.
Details on this year’s five Distinguished Alumni Award recipients are below, followed by information on this year’s other Alumni Award winners.
Distinguished Alumni Award
Joni Comstock ’79 (physical education) serves as the senior vice president for championships and senior
woman administrator for the National Collegiate Athletic Association, where she oversees 85
championships each year while reporting to the president of the organization. In addition, she is
responsible for playing-rules staffs, statistics and administrators for each of the championships.
Formerly the director of athletics at American University and the University of North Carolina-Asheville,
she also served on the NCAA Division I women’s basketball committee, including a term as chair.In 2006,
Comstock was named the southeast region athletic director of the year by the National Association of
Collegiate Directors of Athletics.She previously served as a coach at Lincoln College and held
administrative positions at Illinois and Purdue.
Don Gher ’73 (marketing) recently retired as managing director and chief investment officer of
Coldstream Capital Management, a $1.2 billion wealth-management firm, which he co-founded in
Bellevue, Wash., in 1996.
He has also worked as the head of a multi-billion dollar trust/investment department for the Marine Bank
of Springfield; been a shareholder in a San Francisco money-management firm; and managed the Tokyo,
Japan, office of Schroder Wertheim & Co. His investment and economic views have been quoted in the
Wall Street Journal and Barron’s, as well as numerous other publications, and he frequently appears on
television to discuss macro-economic and investment views.
A past member of the EIU Alumni Association board of directors and the EIU School of Business advisory
board, he currently serves as a member of the EIU Foundation board of directors, where he chairs the
investment committee.


